
Micrantholithus australiensis RADE. 1977 

Micrantholithus 
australiensis 

10 fJ approx. 

Figs. 17, 18, 20-23, 26- Micrantholithus australiensis n. sp. 
Bass I, core 3 (2494-2519 feet). NMV P 44105. 17) holotype; 18, 20-23, 26) paratypes; (17-18, 23) 

ordinary light; (20-22, 26) x-nicols. 

Description: 

Pentaliths are star-shaped, large for the genus, consisting of five segments, whose adjacent 

sides form fairly long and wide rays. The segments have adjacent sides equal in length. 

Deeply indented margins of segments are rounded. 
Diameter: 11-14 p.. 

Remarks: 

This species is closely related to Micrantholithus pinguis BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN; it differs 

from Micrantholithus pinguis in possessing long rays. The ends of the rays in M. pinguis 
are narrowing toward the ends, whereas the ends of the rays in M. australiensis n . sp. 

are almost uniformly wide along their lengths. The new species differs from M. entaster 

BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN in lacking the superimposed star in the centre; it differs from M. 

attenuatus BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN in the outer shape of rays, which are not narrow, not 
tapered, and not having sharply angular to somewhat rounded indented margins of 

segments. Micrantholithus australiensis n . sp., differs from M. aequalis SuLLIVAN in having 

wider rays. 

Type level: 

Upper Eocene to Middle Miocene. Known range in Australia: Upper Eocene to Middle 

Miocene. Occurrence : Timboon A-5 and Wangoom 2 bores and Bass 1 and Pecten A-1 wells. 

FARINACCI 1989 - XIII/129 



Type locality: 

Bass 1 well, core 3, from 2494-2519 feet, Bass Basin, Bass Strait, southeastern Australia. 

Depository: 

Holotype: NMV P 44105 (plate 2, figure 17). 
Paratypes: NMV P 44105 (plate 2, figures 18, 20-23-26). 

Author: 

Rade J., 1977, p. 282; pl. 2, figs. 17-18, 20-23, 26. 

Reference: 

Tertiary biostratigraphic zonation based on calcareous nannoplankton in eastern Australian 
nearshore basins. Micropaleontology, vol. 23, no. 3, pp. 270-296, 3 pls., 3 text-figs. 
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